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NATURAL RESOURCE COMMISSION[571]

Adopted and Filed

Pursuant to the authority of Iowa Code sections 455A.5(6)“a,” 481A.38, 481A.39, and 481A.48, the
Natural Resource Commission (Commission) hereby amends Chapter 91, “Waterfowl and Coot Hunting
Seasons,” Chapter 97, “Common Snipe, Virginia Rail and Sora, Woodcock, Ruffed Grouse, and Dove
Hunting Seasons,” and Chapter 102, “Falconry Regulations for Hunting Game,” Iowa Administrative
Code.

Chapter 91 contains the regulations for hunting waterfowl and coot and includes season dates, bag
limits, possession limits, shooting hours, and areas open to hunting. These amendments make the
annual adjustment to the season dates for the 2017-2018 waterfowl seasons so that they comply with the
corresponding federal regulations published in 82 Fed. Reg. 10,222-10,254 (February 9, 2017). These
amendments also ensure that the seasons open on different weekends to maximize hunter opportunity
and continue for a fourth year an experimental special September teal season. The continuation of the
special teal season will not adversely impact teal numbers and will allow Iowa hunters additional days
of recreational hunting opportunity during the peak migration period for teal. The federal regulations
will likely authorize up to 16 days for the special teal season. Last year, hunters requested, and the
Commission implemented, a two-week period of calm and hunter inactivity between the end of the
teal season and the start of the regular duck season. The amendments repeat this period again for the
2017-2018 seasons.

The Commission makes three other amendments to Chapter 91 in this rule making. Subrule 91.4(1)
is amended to accurately reflect the posted boundary of a waterfowl refuge located in the Upper Iowa
Wildlife Unit. The current subrule states that waterfowl and coot hunting is not allowed within 300
feet of the center of the Army Road from New Albin to the boat ramp on the Mississippi River within
sections 11 and 12, but the refuge is actually marked at a distance of 150 feet. This is an editorial change
for accuracy and does not change the refuge’s actual boundary. The daily bag limit for black ducks is
increasing from one to two, as allowed by the federal regulations. Finally, the Commission is removing
all language addressing the old 2016-2017 zone structure.

Chapter 97 contains the regulations for dove hunting. The United States Fish and Wildlife Service
(USFWS) now allows 90 days of dove hunting, up from 70 days, and rule 571—97.6(481A) is amended
to reflect that change. This 20-day extension is not expected to result in a significant increase in harvest
due to federal constraints on the opening date of the dove season, but it will allow hunters the maximum
opportunity in season length to harvest doves.

Chapter 102 contains the regulations for falconry seasons. USFWS allows duck hunting by falconry
during the conventional gun hunting seasons and afterwards, too, in a special “extended” falconry-only
season. This special season cannot extend beyond the duck hunting season length of 107 days and is
calculated as follows: 107 days minus 16 teal days, minus 2 youth days, minus 60 gun days, equals 29
days for exclusive falconry duck hunting. The later duck-hunting dates implemented in the 2016-2017
seasons (and proposed again for 2017-2018) resulted in the loss of several days for exclusive falconry
hunting because the conventional gun season went until December 18 in one zone and December 15
in another, which is the same day under subrule 102.2(1) that the “extended” falconry season started
statewide. This four-day overlap between the gun season and the extended falconry season arguably
“wasted” four of the falconry-only days because those falconers were already able to hunt. In other
words, removing this overlap in the 2017-2018 seasons will allow for 29 days of exclusive falconry
hunting, whereas last year there were only 25 days. Additionally, the Commission is amending the
opening date of the extended falconry season from a specific calendar date (December 15) to a rotating
weekend opener (i.e., “the first Saturday in January”), which will guarantee an annual weekend start and
eliminate the need to amend the rule in the future solely to adjust a specific calendar date. Finally, the
Commission is updating the falconry regulations to amend the possession limit to three times the daily
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bag limit, per updated federal regulations, and is removing incorrect language regarding the dark goose
falconry season.

Notice of Intended Action was published in the Iowa Administrative Bulletin on February 15, 2017,
as ARC 2937C. The Commission held one formal public hearing on March 7, 2017, and an informal
statewide hearing through the Iowa Communications Network on February 22, 2017. Eight comments
were received from the public during the comment period. Six of the comments requested later season
dates, one comment requested earlier goose hunting dates, and one comment opposed the extension of
the dove hunting season.

The following change from the Notice of Intended Action has been made: Subrule 91.1(5) has been
amended to reduce the pintail bag limit from two to one to complywith federal frameworks established by
the USFWS. This bag limit adjustment was not included in the Notice because USFWS had not indicated
this change in the preliminary rule proposed in the Federal Register (June 6, 2016) or at the August 2016
Mississippi Flyway meeting. The reduction in the pintail bag limit was not formally announced until the
proposed frameworks were published in the Federal Register on February 9, 2017.

After analysis and review of this rule making, it was determined that there will not be an impact on
jobs in the state.

These amendments are intended to implement Iowa Code sections 481A.38, 481A.39, and 481A.48.
These amendments will become effective on June 14, 2017.
The following amendments are adopted.
ITEM 1. Amend subrules 91.1(1) to 91.1(5) as follows:
91.1(1) Zone boundaries. The following zone boundaries apply in the time frames noted:
a. For the 2016-2017 season, the north duck hunting zone is that part of Iowa north of a line

beginning on the South Dakota-Iowa border at Interstate 29, southeast along Interstate 29 to State
Highway 175, east to State Highway 37, southeast to State Highway 183, northeast to State Highway
141, east to U.S. Highway 30, and along U.S. Highway 30 to the Iowa-Illinois border. The Missouri
River duck hunting zone is that part of Iowa west of Interstate 29 and north of State Highway 175. The
south duck hunting zone is the remainder of the state.

b. For the 2017-2021 seasons, the The north duck hunting zone is that part of Iowa north of a
line beginning on the South Dakota-Iowa border at Interstate 29, southeast along Interstate 29 to State
Highway 175, east to State Highway 37, southeast to State Highway 183, northeast to State Highway
141, east to U.S. Highway 30, and along U.S. Highway 30 to the Iowa-Illinois border. The Missouri
River duck hunting zone is that part of Iowa west of Interstate 29 and south to the Iowa-Missouri border.
The south duck hunting zone is the remainder of the state.

91.1(2) Season dates - north zone. Special September teal season: September 3 2 through September
11 10. For all ducks: September 24 23 through October 2 1 and October 15 14 through December 4 3.

91.1(3) Season dates - south zone. Special September teal season: September 3 2 through September
11 10. For all ducks: October 1 September 30 through October 5 4 and October 22 21 through December
15 14.

91.1(4) Season dates - Missouri River zone. Special September teal season: September 3 2 through
September 18 17. For all ducks: October 8 7 and October 9 8 and October 22 21 through December 18
17.

91.1(5) Bag limit. Special September teal season: The daily bag limit is 6 teal of any species. For
all ducks: The daily bag limit of ducks is 6, and may include no more than 4 mallards (no more than 2
of which may be females), 1 2 black duck ducks, 3 wood ducks, 2 pintails 1 pintail, 1 mottled duck, 2
canvasback, 2 redheads, and 3 scaup. The daily bag limit of mergansers is 5, only 2 of which may be
hooded mergansers.

ITEM 2. Amend subrules 91.3(1) to 91.3(5) as follows:
91.3(1) Zone boundaries. The following zone boundaries apply in the time frames noted:
a. For the 2016-2017 season, the north goose hunting zone is that part of Iowa north of a line

beginning on the South Dakota-Iowa border at Interstate 29, southeast along Interstate 29 to State
Highway 175, east to State Highway 37, southeast to State Highway 183, northeast to State Highway
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141, east to U.S. Highway 30, and along U.S. Highway 30 to the Iowa-Illinois border. The Missouri
River goose hunting zone is that part of Iowa west of Interstate 29 and north of State Highway 175. The
south goose hunting zone is the remainder of the state.

b. For the 2017-2021 seasons, the The north goose hunting zone is that part of Iowa north of a
line beginning on the South Dakota-Iowa border at Interstate 29, southeast along Interstate 29 to State
Highway 175, east to State Highway 37, southeast to State Highway 183, northeast to State Highway 141,
east to U.S. Highway 30, and along U.S. Highway 30 to the Iowa-Illinois border. The Missouri River
goose hunting zone is that part of Iowa west of Interstate 29 and south to the Iowa-Missouri border. The
south goose hunting zone is the remainder of the state.

91.3(2) Season dates - north zone. Dark geese (Canada geese, white-fronted geese, brant and any
other geese that are not light geese): September 24 23 through October 9 8 and October 15 14 through
January 4, 2017 1, 2018. Light geese (white and blue-phase snow geese and Ross’ geese): September
24 23 through October 9 8 and October 15 14 through January 13, 2017 10, 2018.

91.3(3) Season dates - south zone. Dark geese (Canada geese, white-fronted geese, brant and any
other geese that are not light geese): October 1 September 30 through October 9 8 and October 22 21
through January 18, 2017 15, 2018. Light geese (white and blue-phase snow geese and Ross’ geese):
October 1 September 30 through October 9 8 and October 22 21 through January 27, 2017 24, 2018.

91.3(4) Season dates - Missouri River zone. Dark geese (Canada geese, white-fronted geese, brant
and any other geese that are not light geese): October 8 7 through October 16 15 and October 22 21
through January 18, 2017 15, 2018. Light geese (white and blue-phase snow geese and Ross’ geese):
October 8 7 through October 16 15 and October 22 21 through January 27, 2017 24, 2018.

91.3(5) Bag limit. The daily bag limit for dark geese (Canada geese, white-fronted geese, brant
and any other geese that are not light geese) is 5 and may include no more than 2 Canada geese from
September 24 23 through October 31 and no more than 3 Canada geese from November 1 through the
end of the season. The daily bag limit for light geese (white and blue-phase snow geese and Ross’ geese)
is 20.

ITEM 3. Amend subrules 91.3(8) to 91.3(11) as follows:
91.3(8) Light goose conservation order season. Only light geese (white and blue-phase snow geese

and Ross’ geese) may be taken under a conservation order from the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service from
January 28, 2017 25, 2018, through April 15, 2017 2018.

a. to e. No change.
91.3(9) Cedar Rapids/Iowa City goose hunting zone.
a. Season dates. September 3 2 through September 11 10.
b. to d. No change.
91.3(10) Des Moines goose hunting zone.
a. Season dates. September 3 2 through September 11 10.
b. to d. No change.
91.3(11) Cedar Falls/Waterloo goose hunting zone.
a. Season dates. September 3 2 through September 11 10.
b. to d. No change.
ITEM 4. Amend subrule 91.4(1) as follows:
91.4(1) Waterfowl and coots. There shall be no open season for ducks, coots and geese on the east

and west county road running through sections 21 and 22, township 70 north, range 43 west, Fremont
County; three miles of U.S. Highway 30, located on the south section lines of sections 14, 15, and 16,
township 78 north, range 45 west, Harrison County; on the county roads immediately adjacent to, or
through, Union Slough National Wildlife Refuge, Kossuth County; Louisa County Road X61 from the
E-W centerline of section 29, township 74 north, range 2 west, on the south, to the point where it crosses
Michael Creek in section 6, township 74 north, range 2 west, on the north, and also all roads through
or adjacent to sections 7, 18, and 19 of this same township and roads through or adjacent to sections
12 and 13, township 74 north, range 3 west; the levee protecting the Green Island Wildlife Area from
the Mississippi River in Jackson County wherever the levee is on property owned by the United States
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or the state of Iowa; certain dikes at Otter Creek Marsh, Tama County, where posted as such; and the
NE¼, section 23, and the N½, section 24, all in township 70 north, range 19 west, Appanoose County,
including county roads immediately adjacent thereto; and all privately owned lands in the S½, section
30, township 71 north, range 20 west, Lucas County, including the county road immediately adjacent
thereto; Cerro Gordo County Road S14 and its right-of-way, between its junction with U.S. Highway
18 and County Road B-35, and portions of Clear Lake and Ventura Marsh, where posted as such in
Cerro Gordo County; that portion of Summit Lake located south of State Highway 25 in the west half
of the NW¼ of section 2 (22 acres), and the west half of section 3 (100 acres), T72N, R31W in Union
County; and within 300 150 feet of the center of the Army Road from New Albin to the boat ramp on
the Mississippi River in sections 11 and 12, T100N, R4W, and sections 7 and 8, T100N, R3W, as posted.

ITEM 5. Amend rule 571—91.6(481A) as follows:

571—91.6(481A) Youth waterfowl hunt. A special youth waterfowl hunt will be held on September
16 and 17 and 18 in the north duck hunting zone, September 23 and 24 and 25 in the south duck hunting
zone, and September 30 and October 1 and 2 in the Missouri River duck hunting zone. Youth hunters
must be residents of Iowa as defined in Iowa Code section 483A.1A and less than 16 years old. Each
youth hunter must be accompanied by an adult 18 years old or older. The youth hunter does not need
to have a hunting license or stamps. The adult must have a valid hunting license and habitat stamp if
normally required to have them to hunt and a state waterfowl stamp. Only the youth hunter may shoot
ducks, geese and coots. The adult may hunt for any other game birds for which the season is open.
The daily bag and possession limits are the same as for the regular waterfowl season, as defined in rule
571—91.1(481A). All other hunting regulations in effect for the regular waterfowl season apply to the
youth hunt.

ITEM 6. Amend rule 571—97.6(481A) as follows:

571—97.6(481A) Dove season. Open season for hunting mourning doves and Eurasian collared-doves
shall begin on September 1 and continue for 70 90 consecutive days. Shooting hours shall be from
one-half hour before sunrise to sunset each day. Daily bag limit is 15; possession limit is 45. The entire
state is open.

ITEM 7. Amend rule 571—102.2(481A) as follows:

571—102.2(481A)Migratory bird regulations. Seasons and limits for takingmigratory birds bymeans
of falconry shall be as follows:

102.2(1) Ducks and coots. The season for taking ducks and coots statewide by means of falconry
may vary among duck hunting zones. Falconry seasons for ducks and coots shall be open whenever
the conventional (gun) duck and coot hunting season is open in each zone, as described in rules
571—91.1(481A) and 571—91.2(481A), and shall also be open beginning December 15 the first
Saturday in January in each zone and remain open until the combined total of the conventional hunting
season days plus falconry hunting season days reaches 107 for the zone or February 28, whichever
occurs first.

102.2(2) Geese. The season for taking geese by means of falconry may vary among goose hunting
zones. Falconry seasons for white-fronted geese and light geese (white and blue-phase snow geese and
Ross’ geese) shall begin each year on the first day of the conventional (gun) hunting season for these
geese in each zone, as described in rule 571—91.3(481A), and continue in each zone for 107 consecutive
days. Falconry seasons for Canada geese and brant shall be open concurrently with the conventional
(gun) hunting season for these geese as well as any days between the first, second, or third segments of
the conventional (gun) hunting season for Canada geese and brant.

102.2(3) No change.
102.2(4) Hawking hours and limits. Hawking hours for migratory game birds are one-half hour

before sunrise to sunset. The daily bag limit shall include no more than three migratory game birds,
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singly or in aggregate. The possession limit is twice three times the daily bag limit. There are no
hawking hour restrictions for nonmigratory game during the legal season.

[Filed 4/20/17, effective 6/14/17]
[Published 5/10/17]

EDITOR’S NOTE: For replacement pages for IAC, see IAC Supplement 5/10/17.
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